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Following two separate rounds of negotiations, Mexican and Costa Rican officials reported sufficient
progress has been made to possibly conclude a bilateral free trade agreement by the end of January.
The negotiations held on Jan. 11 in Mexico City and Jan. 17 in San Jose, Costa Rica were led by
deputy trade ministers Jesus Flores of Mexico and Renso Cespedes of Costa Rica. According to the
Mexican Trade Secretariat (Secretaria de Comercio y Fomento Industrial, SECOFI), the two sides
either reached final agreement or laid the groundwork for agreements in such areas as rules of
origin, dispute resolution, safeguards on unfair trade practices, trade in services, investments, and
intellectual property.
In fact, a SECOFI statement said Trade Secretary Jaime Serra Puche and his Costa Rican counterpart
Roberto Rojas have scheduled a tentative meeting in Mexico City sometime during the week of Jan.
24-29 to review progress on the accord and finalize details on the agreement.
Marco Vinicio Ruiz, president of a Costa Rican business association and a participant in the talks,
told the Spanish news service EFE that a key point in the negotiations was a Costa Rican request that
tariff barriers for Costa Rican products be reduced at a much faster rate than for Mexican products.
He said this timetable was necessary given the difference in size of the two economies.
The treaty stands to greatly benefit the Costa Rican agricultural sector, which hopes to increase
exports of beef, chicken, dairy products, ornamental plants, and flowers to Mexico. In fact, Jose
Alberto Amador, president of the Costa Rican Cattle Producers Chamber (Camara de Ganaderos
de Costa Rica) told reporters the agreement would allow Costa Rica to compete in Mexico against
imported beef from the US. Since Jan. 1, tariffs on Mexican imports of US beef were eliminated,
while duties of 20% on fresh beef and 25% on frozen beef remain in place for Costa Rica.
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